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Hello all! I’m still enjoying the last days of my vacation in Germany. After visiting some 
dear friends of ours in Langenau (near Ulm) we took the more picturesque two lane 
roads back to Schwabisch Hall. On the way we passed by the Limes wall in the town of 
Rainau-Buch which represented the furthest point of the Roman Empire in the 2 nd 
century AD. The wall extended 550 kilometers and is one of the largest archaeological 
sites outside of the Wall of China. It represented the dividing line between the Roman 
Empire and the Germanic tribes. I saw the remnants of the Rainau-Buch fort. This 
housed about 500 Roman soldiers and sits on a hill overlooking a valley, long ago the 
fagst River. It was responsible for the defense of the Roman border and also to control 
the border traffic leading from Augsburg to the Gate at Limes where it left the Roman 
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world and entered uncharted Germanic territory. I was also able to see one of the 
watchtowers which served as a control to the frontier. My husband commented to me as 
we walked to the watchtower how he could imagine the Roman soldiers walking 
through the same wooded areas we now found ourselves in. The history is rich here and 
the landscape is unbeatable. If you ever get the chance it is worth a visit. 


World’s Fair of Money Summer ANA in Rosemont, IL (Aug 13-17) 

It is worth repeating that the ANA is just around the corner. I’ve included a digital 
bourse guide again as I did in last week’s newsletter. It is worth browsing as there are 
plenty of events outside of the bourse itself to take advantage of. There is always a large 
area which exhibits educational displays on various numismatic subjects. Additionally 
there are 30-45 minute free talks that take place in the rooms outside of the show area. 
Of course if sitting in a lecture is not your thing, you can visit the bourse floor and find 
just about anything of numismatic interest. 

I will be exhibiting at the bourse at table 1345. My inventory will include Greek, Roman 
Republic, Roman Empire, Byzantine and world coinage. I’ve been working to assemble a 
group of quality coins to offer for customers. I’m pretty happy with the new stock I have 
and I think you will be too! 

I encourage all to come by my table and let me know your thoughts on the ANA and 
what you like about visiting the show. Likewise, I want to hear if you think the show 
could be improved and how so. These discussions will help arm me to discuss with the 
ANA board what members ultimately feel so we can make changes if necessary. 

If you want to learn more about the schedule of events, auctions, award presentations 
and seminars please click on this link to the bourse guide: 
http://onlinedigitalpublishing.com/publication/?i=602479#{%22issue_id% 
22:602479,%22page%22:o} 


Naumann Auction 80 (Aug 4) 

There are 975 lots of ancients and world coins being offered in this electronic sale. 
Quality varies but the starting prices are typically reasonable and one can find a good 
deal quite often. If you are looking for extensive pedigrees than Naumann isn’t the right 
auction. That said, all material purchased from Naumann is legally exported out of 
Austria (which sometimes adds onto the shipping times). Typically one can find some 
outstanding rare Roman provincial types in the Naumann auctions. 


Upcoming Europe Trip (Sept 22-Oct 11) 

I mentioned in my last newsletter that I will be going to Europe starting on the 22nd. 
Since my last newsletter a few things have altered my plans. Many of the auction houses 
are still finalizing their plans so my travel schedule may still change but I plan to view 
and participate in the following auctions: Roma Auction XVIII (Sept 29), NAC116 (Oct 1), 
Kiinker (Oct 7-11), Gorny & Mosch - viewing only (Oct 14). As the auctions draw nearer I 
will have catalogs available for customers and I will start to give advice for those 
interested. 
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Coin of the Week 

https://www.shannaschmidt.com/roman-empire/otacilia-severa-augusta-and-wife- 

of - philip-the-arab-2AA-2AQ-ad-phrvgia - laodicea - ad - lvcum?rq=reiio 5 

Otacilia Severa, Augusta and wife of Philip the Arab. 244-249 AD 
PHRYGIA. Laodicea ad Lycum. Orichalcum Tetrassarion, l5-5lg (30mm, 7h). 
•M-tlTAKIA- -CeBHPA-Ce Diademed and draped bust of Otacilia Severa to right / 
AA 0 AIK 6 ON NCflKOPO-N Hekate triformis: the left one holding torch in her right hand 
and serpent in her left; the right one whip in her right hand and knife in her left; the 
middle one torches in each hand; at feet to right, a dog. 

References: BMC 255 var. (differing obverse legend). SNG Copenhagen 602 (same dies). SNG 
Leypold -. SNG von Aulock - 

Grade: Very rare. A lovely coin with a very detailed rendering of Hekate triformis. Light 
doubling on the reverse, otherwise, Good VF 

Price: $1,500 

reii05 


Marcia Otacilia Severa was the wife of the emperor Marcus Julius Phillipus, or more 
commonly known as Philip the Arab. Otacilia Severa came from a politically involved family 
with her father and brother being both governors. Philip was likely in the Praetorian Guard 
under Severus Alexander when she married him in 234 AD. They had three children together, 
two sons and a daughter. After the emperor Gordian III was killed in 244 AD in Mesopotamia, 
Philip became the new ruler. Philip and Otacilia Severa were considered the first Christian 
couple in power as the persecution of those in the Christian faith were diminished during 
their short reign. When Philip died in battle near Verona, the guard named Trajan Decius as 
their new emperor. In order to have a seamless transfer of power, the guard murdered the 
oldest son of Otacilia and Philip, killing the child in her arms. She lived the rest of her life in 
relative obscurity. 
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This coin is struck in Laodicea on the Lycus which was an ancient city built on the river Lycus. 
It was located in the Hellenistic regions ofCaria and Lydia, which later became the Roman 
Province of Phrygia Pacatiana. It is now situated near the modern city ofDenizli, Turkey. 

The reverse of this coin shows the Hekate triformis, which was a goddess of witchcraft, magic, 
crossroads, ghosts, and necromancy (magic involving communication with the dead). Dogs 
are often associated with Hekate and were sacred to the goddess. They were routinely 
sacrificed in her honor. 


https://www.shannaschmidt.com/roman-empire/otacilia-severa-augusta-and-wife- 

of - philip-the-arab- 2 AA- 2 AQ-ad-phrvgia - laodicea - ad - lycum?rq=reiio 5 

If you are interested in this coin please click the link above or email me at 
shanna@ shannaschmidt.com 

Until next week! 

Shanna 
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